WOTUS Comments Template
As a land real estate professional and a member of the Realtors Land Institute (RLI), I am submitting these comments in support of the proposed rule issued by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) to update the definition of the Waters of the US (WOTUS). This proposal aligns with the Supreme Court decision in Sackett and delivers on the Trump Administration's commitment to protect America's waters while cutting red tape and providing the regulatory certainty needed by stakeholders.
Key proposed revisions include:
· Defining key terms like “relatively permanent,” “continuous surface connection,” and “tributary” to delineate the scope of WOTUS consistent with the Clean Water Act and Supreme Court precedent;
· Establishing that jurisdictional tributaries must connect to traditional navigable waters either directly or through other features that provide predictable and consistent flow;
· Reaffirming that wetlands must be indistinguishable from jurisdictional waters through a continuous surface connection; and
· Preserving and clarifying exclusions for certain ditches, prior converted cropland, and waste treatment systems and adding a new exclusion for groundwater.
The definition of WOTUS influences Clean Water Act implementation, including whether farmers, landowners, and American businesses must secure permits before they can pursue projects that might impact surface water quality. Having a durable, consistent, and clear definition of WOTUS is essential to lowering costs for Americans and accelerating economic growth while protecting human health and the environment. 
Thank you for your consideration of these comments.
